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MINUTES
DeKalb Park District
Public Hearing of the Board of Commissioners
November 21, 2024
Hopkins Community Center, DeKalb, IL

Public Hearing
6:05 p.m.

Meeting Called to Order
President Dag Grada called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

Board members present: President Dag Grada, Vice-President Brian Tobin, Secretary
Gail A. Krmenec, Treasurer David Castro, and Commissioner Doug Eaton.
Board members absent: None.

Staff Members Present: Executive Director Paul Zepezauer, Superintendent of Parks &
Development Mat Emken, Superintendent of Recreation Chrissy Tluczek, Wes Levy
(Lauterbach and Amen), Accounting & Administrative Assistant Jenny Anderson, Mike
Siefken, Cindy Slinkard, Austin Sands, Dave Kesson, and Bill Ryder.

Public Hearing concerning the proposed property tax increase.

Mark Charvat addressed the Board, stating he wanted to raise a procedural matter
regarding the website posting of the hearing notice. He said the District should have
posted the notice earlier than the 48 hours required under the Open Meetings Act. He
thought that, because the levy amount increased substantially compared to last year,
taxpayers should have had more time to see the notice. He acknowledged the District
had met its legal obligation by posting it 48 hours in advance. Additionally, he believed
the District’s figures showing a decrease in park district taxes were erroneous because
they didn’t include a 14.69% multiplier in effect for DeKalb Township, thus showing too
large a decrease. He stated that the resulting park district tax rate would still result in a
lower park district tax, for which he was happy, but it would not be as great a decrease
as presented. He also stated that he learned through email with the City Manager that
the park district did not annex Meta into the park district in 2022-2023, thus missing out
on money. He asked whether there were plans to annex the property and capture the
revenue. President Grada responded that this time was for public comment, not



discussion. Mr. Charvat challenged the statement, saying the board could engage in
discussion and that other taxing bodies had had discussions during their tax hearings.
The President reiterated that it has been this board’s practice to not engage in
discussions during the public comment period. Director Zepezauer offered to speak with
Mr. Charvat. Mr. Charvat said he thought that the District could further reduce the levy
because it was still capturing monies from Ferrara, Amazon (although he noted the
building was not occupied), and Kraft-Heinz. President Grada asked for further public
comment. Hearing none, Commissioner Tobin moved to adjourn the public hearing,
seconded by Commissioner Eaton. Motion carried by roll call vote. Aye: Krmenec,
Castro, Tobin, Eaton, Grada. Nay: None. Absent: None. (5-0-0)

Public hearing adjourned at 6:13 p.m.
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